
 

 

Leadership makes a difference to solving 
homelessness in Queensland  
Friday 29 March 2013 
 
Micah Projects congratulates the Newman Government in the leadership Ministers 
Mander and Davis have shown in making a commitment to recurrent funding for 
homelessness, and taking the lead at Thursday’s Select Council on Homelessness 
and Housing in Melbourne. Whist the outcome of the meeting was limited to a 12 
month continuation we commend the leadership of the Newman government in 
making homelessness a priority. 
 
The decision by State and Federal Housing and Communities  Ministers to sign an in 
principle agreement to a 12 month transitional arrangement has saved services from 
having to prepare having to cease operations for preventing and ending 
homelessness, according to Karyn Walsh, coordinator of Brisbane-based community 
organisation Micah Projects. 
 
Micah Projects provides services across Brisbane which prevents children and 
families from sleeping in cars or parks, daily engage with vulnerable adults living on 
the streets who are chronically ill or have disabilities and mental illness, and provide 
community services as an integral part of Brisbane Common Ground, a new 
affordable and supportive housing initiative in South Brisbane. Without the resolution 
of the agreement yesterday, these services would be at risk of ending.  
 
Programs such as these have demonstrated success by creating effective 
partnerships with police, health professionals and housing providers, and in the past 
twelve months alone have prevented or ended homelessness for almost 2,940 
people at risk of or experiencing homelessness, 820 of whom were children 
accompanying their parents.  
 
Over the duration of the agreement, Micah Street to Home services has surveyed 
over 500 people on the streets and has transitioned 211 people into housing over the 
past three years.  
  
However, providing programs is only part of the solution. Leadership by Premiers 
and Prime Ministers provide a tremendous contribution to ensuring that 
homelessness is tackled on a community-wide basis, and when they lead others 
follow.  
 
Queenslanders who are vulnerable on the streets, living on a couch at a friend’s 
place, in emergency accommodation or in cars need our leaders to be attuned to 
their needs, as do organisations such as Micah Projects who provide services 365 
days a year to ensure we do our most to prevent and end homelessness. 
 
 “With a Federal election looming, bipartisan support is critical so that a recurrent 
agreement can be reached well before 30th June 2014,” said Karyn Walsh. 
 
More information:  
Karyn Walsh 0413 619 785 


