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Edition 23 - May 2022:  Basic human rights baby!!
 
In this edition:

Parents' rights? Here's what I think...

Do we need a 'charter of rights' for parents?

My rights - please "Do NOT"

My rights - please "DO"

"Everything they put over us now is a rights issue - a human rights
issue"

You already have rights

Make a complaint

You're invited - FREE EVENT - Wednesday 1 June

https://mailchi.mp/1c516294ab5c/equal-chance-edition-14-from-one-parent-to-another-its-going-to-take-some-time-for-you-to-get-it-right-the-way-they-expect-you-to-5765000?e=[UNIQID]


Parents' rights? Here's what I think...
 
"I found the Western Australian' Charter of rights for parents and
families involved with statutory child protection to be written in a very
parent friendly way, it’s simple and gives and an overview of what
parents rights are and how you as parents should be treated. 
 
I do think somewhere it should mention the right to confidential
services such as health care. As a parent who has experienced
children being placed in out-of-home care and intervention from the
Department of Child Safety I feel that this flyer would be of benefit to
all within the community services sector.   
 

I can only imagine what a Child Safety Officer would see at times,
however it is imperative that these CSOs and CSSOs, don’t become
desensitised and cold to parents rights, as this in turn can harm the
child they are attempting to support. 
 
There should be some sort of workshop around how Child Safety
Officers can ensure that all rights are protected and also supported to
the best of the services capabilities. It’s too often I’ve heard of parents
being set up for failure or the goal posts being moved, when in reality
their rights have been breached. 
 

https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2021-09/Charter-of-Rights-for-Parents-and-Families_0.pdf


It is so difficult as a parent to get your mind around the legalities of the
child protection intervention process and I found myself feeling
rather trapped in some sort of power struggle with Child Safety. 
 
When you have a CSO make comment a such as “your children are
lucky I like them” or “you’re somewhat of a mother" … but then maybe
you didn’t get a reviewable decision letter around visitation or your
contact with your child has been changed without your knowledge, or
they don’t even arrive for contact or even that your child has been
treated by a medial professional without your knowledge. You don’t
know what to do or whom to turn to.  
 

I truly believe that more fact based intervention would assist
CSOs state the facts not what they assume or feel.  
 

If this charter of rights was to become more than just a flyer and
become how parents and families are treated the percentage of
success stories would surely improve. Supported families,
supported children, supported reunification. 
 

When Child Safety came into my life it was far from a time where I
could say as a mother I was “smashing goals” and I can’t say I
was very proud nor confident in myself let alone my ability to
communicate with people such as Child Safety.  
 
Just like my family many families stories are very similar, in that while
dealing with Child Safety your rights will be breached and so will your
child’s.

The changes and the required steps have been made clear since the
child protection inquiry many years ago, isn’t it about time it was
implemented???" 
 

... from parent J



Do we need a Charter of Rights for parents? 
 
Queensland has a Charter of Rights for a Child in Care and a
Statement of Commitment to Foster and Kinship Carers involved with
the Department, but there has yet to be something similar for parents. 
 
Western Australia have a 'Charter of Rights for Parents and Families'.
And Queensland's Minister and the Department support the idea to
develop one too! 
 
So the work has begun in Queensland. 
 
The Queensland Parent Advisory Committee (the QPAC),
departmental 'allies', and the Queensland Human Rights Commission

https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/pdf/inforce/current/act-1999-010
https://www.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/152321/statement-of-commitment.pdf
https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2021-09/Charter-of-Rights-for-Parents-and-Families_0.pdf


recently workshopped their ideas. 
 
The following is a collection of parents "Do's and Don'ts"  when
involved with the Department. It comes down to human and parental
rights. 

Above: Workshopping ideas for the first Queensland Parent Charter for parents
involved with Child Protection.

My rights - please "DO NOT"
 
"DO NOT"

judge/misjudge me

make unreasonable expectations and keep changing the goal
posts once I think I have met them

act on incorrect information

make decisions for children without having information from the
parents

blame the victim

remove our children without considering our children’s rights, our
rights and our connection to land and culture

take away our rights as parents to know about our children’s
medical, educational, and cultural information while in out-of-home
care

do not put historical information in the affidavit that has nothing to
do with the current protection issues

place my child so far away that I have challenges getting the funds
to visit



exclude me as a parent if I am incarcerated

brush off official complaints-especially when it has to do with the
safety of my child in out-of-home care

look at my social media and use it against me

bully me and add to my emotional trauma such that I feel like I am
in a narcissistic relationship with the department

expect me to attend parenting classes when I am looking for
housing

make me feel guilty for expressing my rights/then I second guess
myself and feel unsure

use jargon 

force me into a space for family visitation

give me 28 days to learn the legal system

identify risk and make decisions based on a lack of knowledge and
insight

take kids off country

change my worker over and over

raise or use inappropriate information with me

My rights - please "DO"
 
Continuing what parents DO NOT and DO want when involved with
the Department.  
 
"DO"



acknowledge the gains made by parents—it is hard work 

admit if you have made a mistake, or there have been wrong
doings by child protection

Respect me—only felt respected once I joined FIN/QPAC

follow through with what you have agreed to

allow mums to breastfeed if there are no explicit reasons for them
not to (ie ill health, drug use)

keep parents informed—should not feel like you are being
secretive or giving a different story to my child/ren

allow me to make mistakes

allow health nurse involvement with parents and newborns for at
least a 12 month period

limit the time delay in the reunification process

allow independent persons/therapists/support agencies to have the
right to access and be an integral part of all processes. 

keep me included in decisions and advocacy around my child/ren’s
education

allow the parent in a domestic violence situation to have a chance
to get know their child as opposed to placing them with a
stranger/carer

fully explain your expectations of me

ensure decisions are timely

gain insight into narcissistic behaviours and perpetrators of
domestic and family violence

communicate—answer emails and return phone calls-or be clear
about when you are going to do this.

allow siblings to see each other

allow referrals to culturally appropriate services

allow information to go to my kin-this is family

ensure carers have Blue Cards

allow my child/ren to be involved in Sorry Business and other
cultural practices

explore my child/ren’s disclosures

be accountable

provide family contact that supports parent-child relationships and
ensure the contact set-up is appropriate (ie not dirty, cramped, on
top of other families)

make informed decisions

give me a fair hearing and the ability to respond early to allegations



give the parent full information and explain what is going to
happen-help parents understand the process

let the foster carer know what my child needs

let me know I need legal representation

use a collaborative approach

make timely kinship assessment

be empathetic, relatable and offer continuity

respect the parents’ culture

"Everything they put over us now is a rights
issue - a human rights issue"
  
A separate yarn was held with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
parents given the gross over representation of First Nations children
within the 'child protection system'. Here are some of the key points
from these conversations. 
 
Lack of Cultural Respect

"...had the Department deny cultural activities relating to Torres
Strait Islander bereavement practices"

"My grandson was not allowed to attend Coming of the Light
celebrations"

The religious beliefs of Torres Strait Islander peoples are not being
respected.

...often children in care not allowed to attend Sorry Business...

Ideas? Comment?

mailto:info.fin@micahprojects.org.au?subject=Equal%20Chance%20-%20my%20comment...


 
Cultural Child Rearing 

In our communities grandparents and aunties/uncles are often not
recognised as parents for our children. 

“I grew up under the [Aborigines] Act. I had to get a permit and
permission to do this and that. To cross the road. This feels the
same. I’m not ‘grandmother’ or ‘nan’. I’m not ‘the carer’. I’m Mum!
That’s it! Finalize it. Done.” 

Information should go to everyone “parent, carers, department –
one, two, three”

 
Abuse of Power

“In the hospital – the child is taken. The mother and father don’t
drink or anything. But they are taken out of the room. And the white
carer is allowed in”

“Everyday I see it and it’s sickening.” 

Police turned up to unlawfully recover a child in my care without
recovery orders. When asked about this in court there was no
reason recorded within the police notes it only said “attending
property”

 
Missing Records

Records and information go missing. Parents ask for, but aren’t
given, records. They’re told it’s lost or it doesn’t exist. Have had to
use Freedom of Information / Right to Information processes. 

 
Would a Charter of Rights for parents help? What do you think? 

“Yes! Truly honest. This is going to make such a difference.” 

 

Ideas? Comment?

mailto:info.fin@micahprojects.org.au?subject=Equal%20Chance%20-%20my%20comment...


Parents' shared strength 

You already have rights
 
Below are just two of your Human Rights. (Queensland’s Human Rights Act
2019 protects 23 human rights in law.) 
 

 
YOUR RIGHT TO PROTECTION FROM TORTURE AND CRUEL, INHUMAN OR
DEGRADING TREATMENT (SECTION 17) People must not be tortured. People
must also not be treated or punished in a cruel, inhuman or degrading way. This
includes protection from treatment that humiliates a person. This right also protects
people from having medical treatment or experiments performed on them without
their full and informed consent. 
 

 
 
YOUR RIGHT TO PROTECTION OF FAMILIES AND CHILDREN (SECTION 26)
Families are entitled to protection. Children have the same rights as adults with



added protection according to their best interests. 
 

 
 

Making a complaint
From 1 January 2020, if your human rights have been limited by a public entity, you
may be able to make a complaint with the Queensland Human Rights Commission.
Complaints will only be able to be made for breaches that occur after 1 January
2020.

You're invited - FREE EVENT - Wednesday 1
June
Come along and join the conversation on parents' rights. Celebrate the
power of parents' voices. 
 
Wednesday 1 June, 2022 
@ Queensland Multicultural Centre, 
102 Main Street, Kangaroo Point 4169 
 
Arrival/registrations | 10:30am 
Event | 11:00am–1:00pm (incl light lunch) 
 
How to get there 
(note - paid street parking only) 
http://qmc.org.au/visit/ 
 
Child minding 
Please register numbers and ages of children if you require child
minding. (Child minding will be available onsite from 10:30am to
12:30pm to those who register.)

Book now! 
In-person event 

https://www.qhrc.qld.gov.au/complaints/making-a-complaint
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fqmc.org.au%2Fvisit%2F&data=05%7C01%7CRobert.Henderson%40micahprojects.org.au%7Ced533937a04b4a32b58908da2d5bddd3%7Cc406986a8c9a46dc963e1a95b349270f%7C0%7C0%7C637872169879605716%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s20%2BkPJmNQY0lH529wAXZxgR380%2Fj6xaKDfmKbtNEyc%3D&reserved=0
https://bit.ly/3yoh0rI


Online event

Confirmed speaker 
We're happy to announce that Minister Leanne Linard MP, Minister for
Children and Youth Justice and Minister for Multicultural Affairs will
speak at this event.

 
 
We hold morning or afternoon
teas ('tea time' catchups) with
parents to share their
experiences with other parents
who have walked along the
same path. 
 
See full details above :) 
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